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1.

1.1.

1.2,

1.3.

1.4.

Background

The purpose of this document is to provide guidelines for universities with regard to
the implementation of the Policy on the Evaluation of Creative Outputs and Innovations
Produced by Public Higher Education Institutions in South Africa. The policy
recognises qualily creative research oufputs produced by public higher education
institutions. The policy was published by the Minister of Higher Education and Training
in Government Gazette (Vol. 40819 April 2017 no 395), for implementation in 2019.

The document interprets the policy, and is solely intended to assist the implementation
of the policy and serves to elaborate the assessment guidelines for the creative
research outputs. Where there are conflicts or contradictions with the provisions of the
policy, the latter will take pre-eminence.

The first creative research outputs submissions are due to the Department of Higher
Education and Training (the Department} by 15 November 2019. The submission date
will be revised by the Department for the subsequent years.

This document is applicable to the following subfields:
» Fine Arts and Visual Arts;

o Music;

» Theatre, Performance and Dance;

e Design;

+ Film and Television; and

o Literary Arts.

2. Research ethics and integrity

2.1,

2.2.

The subsidy for the creative research outputs is allocated to the institution and not the
individual scholars/ creators. Institutions should not engage in practices that promote
perverse incentives.

The policy supports and encourages scholarship. Institutions and academics are
expected to prioritise research integrity when submitting their claims and to focus on
the quality of research, rather than maximising subsidy funds. Creative outputs must
acknowledge all creators who contributed to the creation of the creative output
accordingly.




2.3. The Department reserves the right to apply punitive measures (such as the docking of
units) against institutions which make incorrect claims that compromise the integrity of
the scholarship.

2.4, Institutions may consider establishing Institutional Research Integrity Committees to
conduct institutional peer review processes.

3. Submission Process

3.1.  When submitting to the Department, Universities must adhere to the following:

a) Each submission must be accompanied by two peer reviewers' reports from
experts in the discipline or subfield as stated above.

b)  The institutional research office must consolidate the peer reviews for onward
submission to the Department for final evaluation and allocation of subsidy.

c¢) The institutional internal evaluation committee must screen and verify the
submitted material in order to ensure policy compliance prior to submission to the
Department.

d) All claims must be submitted with a letter of declaration signed by the Vice
Chancellor (VC), Deputy Vice Chancellor (DVC) or equivalent on or before the due
date. The letter of declaration must reference the internal evaluation committee
members.

e) Acceptable submissions will be year n-3.

3.2. Research Offices submissions to the Department

a) Spreadsheet/template provided by the department capturing all claims.

b) Annotation from the applicant briefly contextualising the creative output.
Each creative output submission must be accompanied by a written commentary
(reflection) by the artist/ applicant to contextualise or elucidate the work as a creative
research output. The commentary must be between 500 — 700 words and should set
out the following:

e —
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d)

g)

h)

An overview of the output: a brief outline of the background information relevant to the
output.

The conceptual and scholarly framework in which the output should be heard or
viewed.

Locate the output within the discipline and demonstrate the contribution to new
knowledge.

A public profile of the output (Venue/s, date and year of publication, awards received),
proof must be attached.

Proof of any awards received by the scholar/s in relation to each submission must
accompany the submission.

A declaration of originality, which indicates that the creative research output has not
been published in a peer review journal or a book and has not been submitted for
subsidy before.

A declaration that the work generated has not been copied from elsewhere and that
the ideas are those of the claiming creator.

A declaration of authorship / co-authorship and disclosure of other active
participants in the production of the work.

Peer review reports

Institutions must submit two peer review reports to the Department. If an institution
receives at least two negative peer reviews, it should not secure further reviews and
should not submit the application to the Department for potential subsidy. Such an
application should be considered unsuccessful.

In an event there is one positive and one negative review report, a third review must
be sought.

Allocation of subsidy-

Proof of applicants affiliation, the subsidy for creative outputs follows the institutional
affiliation of the scholars, therefore, assumes that the claiming institutions where
research was carried out. The claiming institution accrues full subsidy if all the scholars
are affiliated to it. In the case where scholars are affiliated with two or more public

S,
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)

k)

a3
a)

3.3.1.

higher education institutions, the subsidy is shared between the claiming institutions.
This principle does not take regard of the order of creatorship or proportions of
contributors to the creative output being claimed for subsidy.

Each claim must clearly state institutional affiliation of the claiming scholar. In the case
of visiting scholars or fellows and retired academics from the claiming institution, a
letter from the DVC/Executive Director of Research confirming the individual's
affiliation with the institution (at the time the research was conducted), should be
attached and accompanied by proof of supporting documentation. If the output does
not indicate the affiliation of the claiming scholar or institution, a letter from the Human
Resources Department of the claiming institution, endorsed by the DVC or Executive
Director of Research is required.

A letter of declaration signed by the delegated DVC of Research or equivalent.

Evidence of the creative outputs

Verifiable evidence of the accessibility and re-accessibility of the output, which
includes the following forms:

A picture; MP3; MP4; E-Catalogue; relevant internet Uniform Resource Locator (URL)-
(institutions should ensure that the URL links remain in full working order where they
have been provided); E-Book; PDF musical scores and the venue(s) in which the
output was exhibited/ performed or published in the case of literary arts. The institution
must make available, where possible and necessary, the physical creative output to
the reviewers and to the Department for verification purposes.

Departmental Process

All submissions will be verified by the Department prior to the evaluation, including,
checking if all supporting documents are attached; correct affiliation; and proportion of
contributors and units claimed.

The Department’s Advisory Panel

In terms of paragraph (74) of the policy, the Department will establish a Creative
Outputs Evaluation Panel comprising of senior professionals from the higher education
community to evaluate all creative outputs submitted by claiming institutions. The
Department's advisory panel is appointed by the Department for a term of three years




3.3.2.

and is tasked with advising the department on the submission of the creative research
outputs from institutions and on matters relating to the policy on this regard.

Sub-field Panels
Sub-field panel members are appointed by the Department for a term of three years
based on their field of expertise. Each sub-field panel is chaired by a member of the

Department’s Advisory panel. Sub-field panels will evaluate creative research outputs
from the institutions.
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Glossary

erm
Appropriate duration

ni h - een
Each sub-field/ genre has an appropriate ‘time’ duration in the
field. Independent peer reviewers must indicate that this has
been met.

Appropriate venue

Each sub-field/ genre has an appropriate venue to the field.
Independent peer reviewers must indicate that this has been
met.

Body of work

A single coherent work that is defined from research and
demonstrates scholarly rigour.

Co-creator

Process where the creative output is created/ produced by more
than one scholar. A scholar who has produced a creative output.

Competency

Works that demonstrate expert knowledge and mastery of the
medium/ genre.

. Contribution

Works that are particularly accomplished with a recognised set
of conventions or the application of new ways of working in a
particular field; or a consolidation of previous working methods
and approaches; or that it works across genres.

Originality

The degree to which the creative output contributes to new
insight and or stylistic, thematic, or conceptual innovation to the
discipline. Has developed a new formulation of data, new
methods and new forms of expression.

Rigour

Creative outputs that demonstrate intellectual research
coherence, methodological accuracy, depth of scholarship and
analytical engagement with other relevant work in the subfield.

Relevance

A creative output that demonstrates an intellectually and
creatively informed response to the subject.

Research design that is
practice led for the creative
outputs

A creative output that demonstrates the research design
process, techniques and methodology followed from inception
to the finalisation of the ouiput.

Scope

Detailed description of the production of the creative output.

Significance

The degree to which the creative output has enhanced
knowledge, thinking and understanding in its field.

Sub-field

The sub-fields are encompassing of theory, history and
orientation, which is the study and focus of the art form, as well
as the training aspects in the practice of the art form. Thus,
bringing out the research and performative aspect. Through
this, some works will result in the production of research articles,
books and copyrighted material. Some of the sub-fields will
have genres such as the case of music, film, television, theatre
and performance.

Substantive

Works that demonstrate sustained effort (research component)
in the creation of the creative output.
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